
 

 

     

 

04 August 2010 

Poverty Impact Fund consultation 
By Email 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Response to the Poverty Impact Fund consultation 

 

1. Introduction 
DEA is an education charity that promotes global learning. We work to ensure 

that people in the UK learn about global issues such as poverty and climate 

change and develop an open-minded, global outlook. We have over 150 member 

organisations, including many development and environment NGOs in the UK 

such as Oxfam, CAFOD, Christian Aid and WWF. 

We welcome the establishment of the new Poverty Impact Fund. Given our area 

of expertise, we focus our response on your first question regarding the overall 

design and scope of the Poverty Impact Fund. We highlight opportunities to 

ensure that the projects funded through this programme contribute to DFID’s 

strategic aim of building support for development amongst the UK public by 

making provision for projects to educate and engage the public about their work. 

2. Overall scope of the Poverty Impact Fund 
We do not seek to comment on the design of the Poverty Impact Fund.  

With regard to the scope of the Fund, we suggest that provision be made for 

grant awardees to educate and engage the public about the work that they are 

doing and its successes and challenges. This provision can be made through the 

option to reserve a small part of their grant for awareness-raising activities in 

the UK. Making this provision will help the Department to meet your objectives 

around instilling support for development into the national identity. 

Your most recent White Paper Building Our Common Future highlights that: “Our 

ultimate objective is that Britain meeting its international obligations to provide 

development aid is seen as central to Britain’s sense of identity and part of who 

we want to be as a nation in the 21st century.”1  

Several recent pieces of research highlight the importance of communicating 

stories of success relating to development and of helping the public to learn 
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more about international development and global issues. For example, DEA’s 

recent research The Impact of Global Learning found that: “...around half of 

those who learnt about poverty (51%)...since leaving school agree that despite 

the pressure on public finances, the UK should meet its commitment to spend 

0.7% of national income on overseas development aid by 2013. By contrast, 

only one in five (20%) of those who have not learnt about global issues since 

leaving school agree with this statement.”2 

The importance of communicating the work of the international development 

sector to the public has led DFID to produce a messaging strategy, which states 

that: “DFID needs to reassure the UK public that tax money is reaching the 

intended people. It needs to persuade society their money is not being misspent 

or lost.”3 

Given that the Poverty Impact Fund focuses on poverty reduction to meet the 

Millennium Development Goals, some of the projects that emerge from the fund 

will present excellent stories of success, which will help to reassure the public 

that tax money is reaching the intended people.  

Some of the more innovative projects will be high risk and may not produce a 

positive impact. In these cases, making provision for educating and engaging 

the public in this work can help the public to understand the complexities and 

challenges associated with international development. This commitment to 

transparency may help to prevent public cynicism about the proposed Fund or 

DFID’s wider international development work. 

The scope of the Innovation Grants should include projects that explicitly seek to 

develop innovative approaches to engaging the UK public in poverty reduction. 

The evidence above highlights the vital contribution that public engagement 

makes in ensuring that the UK can continue to meet our international obligations 

with respect to poverty reduction. The Innovation Grants would be a useful 

mechanism to allow UK-based organisations to develop and deliver high impact 

public engagement programmes that contribute to our poverty reduction goals. 

We therefore recommend that the grants awarded by the fund include a 

provision to allow awardees to commission UK-based development 

education organisations to educate and engage the UK public about the 

project being funded. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Hetan Shah 

Chief Executive 
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